American Government 
1. What in your view is the most important policy issue facing the United States? Why is it important and which specific problems need to be solved?

1) Prison-based Gerrymandering is an important policy issue that the United States is facing. The Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF, 2020) defines “Prison-based gerrymandering” as a practice whereby many states and local governments count incarcerated persons as residents of the areas where they are confined when election district lines are drawn and not where they are from. According to the Prison Policy Initiative (n.d.), the U.S. Census Bureau uses these counts to draw state and local legislative districts to enhance the weight of votes cast by people who live near prisons at the expense of everyone else in the state or county. A 2018 Philadelphia Inquirer analysis revealed out of more than 12,000 prisoners (25% of the state prison population) were from Philadelphia and at least 80% were housed in state prisons more than 100 miles from home. One such individual, R. Holbrook, was 16 years old when he was convicted and served 27 years of a life sentence in Greene County. He was released and returned home 3 years ago to Delaware County. Because he was counted in the 2010 Census as a resident of Greene County, he is still considered a Greene County resident today for purposes of apportionment (Melamed, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]2)There are many policy issues the US is facing like Environmental, Education and Healthcare.  The policy in need of the most attention and urgency is the Immigration policy. Literally, kids are being ripped from their parents and thrown in cages.  This is bigger than policy and politics this is a humane issue. The current US immigration policy current immigration policy is called, The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). The INA allows the United States to grant up to 675,000 permanent immigrant visas each year across various visa categories.  Immigrants migrate to the US for many reason weather it's to join their families, to work, and to seek safety and refuge from war, violence, and natural disasters. In 2017 Trump tried to derail the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, which has protected more than 800,000 undocumented immigrants from deportation brought to the country as children and granted them work permits. Literally, kids are being ripped from their parents and thrown in cages.  This is bigger than policy and politics this is a humane issue. There are still families that are separated from each other because of this. The U.S. has prided themselves on the land of the free and yet we  have many immigrants scared for their lives. One main problem is that refugee vetting takes about 2 years and workers without college degrees only get 5,000 green cards. Illegal immigrants cannot leave and reapply to return legally. Overall the immigration policies are old, outdated and not setup for a clear pathway to become a U.S. citizen. We must streamline and simplify the process, and instantly stop putting immigrant families in these inhabitable jailsThe irony is incarcerated individuals do not have the right to vote making this issue important because the practice of prison-based gerrymandering artificially inflates the population count and distorts the democratic process along with the political influence of the districts where prisons are located. Consequently, the voting power of everyone living outside of those districts is weakened (Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc., 2020).


2. If you were president and wanted to gather support for a new foreign policy initiative, which three U.S. foreign policy actors would you approach and why? What do you think is the most advantageous school of thought for the United States to follow in foreign policy in the future? Why?

1) I would approach Homeland Security to ensure that the initiative would not cause any threats to the nation. I would enlist the Senate Foreign Relations to attempt to get the Senate votes. I would, also, enlist support from the House Foreign Affairs to attempt for the House of Representatives votes. I believe that the most advantageous school of thought for the United States to follow in regards to foreign policy in the future is that we need foreign relations and allies, and we must show a united front when attempting to garner a productive relationship with foreign governments.
2)If I were president(feeling the grays growing in as I type! lol) and wanted to gather support for a new foreign policy initiative, I would have to go with the 3 who are most familiar and possibly most qualified. Which would be the secretaries of state, defense, and homeland security. With their experience, knowledge, training, and 1st hand decision making within foreign policy, me being new and looking to set a new initiative. I would like the backing of those I feel would be the most qualified to advise me in my success. Through readings, research of clarification, and videos provided, I've put together that there is four schools of thought. The one I would prefer to see moving forward to be followed would be isolationism. Why? In a nutshell, the United States has the tendency of being too "nosey" and/or involved. Isolationism does somewhat the opposite of that. Taking a fall back approach of being isolated and less involved.

Management 

3. How can the concepts learned in this course help you be successful in your personal life and professional life? Be specific.
1) Every single day we all use some type of management either at home or in a work related environment. Whether you're the big boss or that janitor at your business no one goes through an entire day without managing someone or something. I have always been a VERY organized people at home, at work and in school. Sometimes I was very effective in my concepts and some times I was not too effective in the way that I handle some things. It is so important to stay organized and plan things out in every aspect of you're life. Not only does it prepare you and help with you're readiness in those situations but it also prepares you for something to go wrong and alternative ways to handle a specific situation. This class has only improved my sense of management in large groups. The different concepts that can be used to implement change and how to account for things to not work out. Being a leader, a big part of this course in how to manage large groups. Being a coach I sometimes forget that I am the leader of that class and I do need to maintain control over those attending to avoid chaos. This class has served me well in showing the importance of being a leader and acting like it. The biggest take away from this class is self management. Although I am already a very organized person everyone can always improve and that is something that I am continuously trying to do in my everyday life.
2) Management is defined as the process of dealing with or controlling things or people. It is the act that consists of general functions as planning, organizing, staffing, leading and controlling. Common sense dictates that without these principles of management being in place an organization would have trouble achieving its goals.  This is what I find in my own personal and professional life. Each one of these concepts have helped me achieve my goals. I am a natural planner, so reading this just encouraged me more in this area. Organizing was a little more challenging. For me, I used this to structure my work. I have been more organized in action and thought with how to plan my day and get the goals I set done. I do not staff a business, but I used to manage a staff and had to make all the schedules fit. This really ties in with planning and organizing when you are dealing with many employees. Controlling and maintaining have always been the hardest. This is imperative to a successful business. I let an employee get away with slacking off for a week and I got an earful of complaints. I had to talk to this employee and write him up. Inaction is just a decision to do nothing. I have learned not to let these negative things fester. It will come back to bite you

